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ATOM CONCEPT

All matter is made up of atoms.An atom is the smallest particle of matter which can exist alone.It has all the properties of matter to which it belongs.

THE STRUCTURE OF AN ATOM

At the centre of an atom is a core called a nucleus.The nucleus is made up of particles called protons and neutrons.

Protons have a positive charge (+) .Neutrons have no charge.This means that the nucleus has a positive charge.

Extremely small particles called electrons orbit the nucleus. Electrons have a negative charge (-) . They are attracted to the positively charged protons in the nucleus.

Between the nucleus and the electrons there is nothing, so most of an atom is empty.

